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September 2, 2009         

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Richard Lambert, Executive Director Robert Waterhouse, Artistic Director 

  

New Phoenix to present reading of exciting work based on Buffalo history! 

  

Buffalo, NY: 

  

As part of the 2009 – 2010 season, Betsy Bittar directs Wendy Hall in a reading of SAVAGE ARTS, a solo piece written by Sharon Eberhardt, which is based on a true story in Buffalo in 1930, the infamous Clothilde Marchand murder.

Sharon Eberhardt, an accomplished playwright currently based in California, originated in Buffalo, and has featured her home town in other works, including BECCA AND HEIDI, performed in 2005 at the Alleyway Theatre by Ms. Bittar under the direction of Julie Kittsley. 
SAVAGE ARTS tells the story of the Marchand murder from the point of view of Margaret, a proper housewife drawn into a world of art, passion, and Native American lore, by living next door to the Marchand family.  Henri Marchand was a Rodin trained French artist who was working at the Buffalo Museum of Science, where he specialized in making dioramas and precision wax models of Native Americans.  The murder of his wife, and the subsequent murder trial, dubbed as the “Indian Hex Trial”, was suspected to have involved two Seneca and Cayuga women from the Cattaraugus reservation who modeled for him. 
A sensation at the time, the case was written about in Time magazine, and drew the attention of Vice President Charles Curtis, and Clarence Darrow.  The case was written about by Elizabeth Licata in Buffalo Spree in December 2008, “Western New York Scandals, Fear and loathing, and sex and death, Buffalo-style”, and featured in March 2009 in the Buffalo News as one of the Top 50 news events in the Buffalo area. 
The reading of SAVAGE ARTS will be on Sunday, October 4th, at 8:00 pm, and is free. 

  

VERSATILE MEMBERS’ PASSES FOR JUST $75.00 ON SALE NOW. 
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